	BIRDS
	B5



	




	WHAT IS THE ROCK PIPIT?


	Where IS IT found in the uk?


The rock pipit is a widespread breeding species around the British coastline.  Its main breeding areas extend from northern Scotland down most of the western seaboard of Britain to the south coast.  It also occurs as a winter and passage visitor along coasts where it does not breed.

	Why IS THE ROCK PIPIT of 

	conservation importance?


The UK supports a large proportion of the European breeding population of rock pipits outside Scandinavia.  The UK breeding population is estimated to be around 34000 pairs, mostly around the Scottish coast and islands.  Whilst the species is not one that has been identified as being at particular risk, there is evidence to suggest that there has been some declines around the British coast since the early 1970s, with small losses just to the north of County Durham, in south Northumberland and on the south side of the Tees estuary.

	the ROCK PIPIT in the durham area


	HOW HEALTHY ARE THE LOCAL POPULATIONS OF THE ROCK PIPIT?


The rock pipit is probably an uncommon breeding resident in the local area (this statement is, however, based on limited data).  It appears to be mainly a resident, with birds breeding annually along the coast, but it is probably also a winter visitor and possibly a passage migrant.  Confirmation of this is suggested by the fact that birds of the Scandinavian race littoralis are recorded on an annual basis, usually in March/April.

	HOW MUCH DO WE KNOW ABOUT THE ROCK PIPIT in the Durham Area ?


Relatively little was known about the Durham population of rock pipits until quite recently.  Much of the coastline along which it occurs had not been closely monitored.  The species can be secretive during the breeding season and may be overlooked by observers who are not searching for it.  However recent work has shed light on the local status of the bird and its habitat requirements.  Survey and monitoring of rock pipits has been undertaken by Durham Bird Club and research into the local habitat requirements of the rock pipit has been undertaken by local specialists.

	WHERE HAS IT BEEN FOUND IN THE DURHAM AREA?


In the Durham area the rock pipit is very much a coastal bird restricted to rocky foreshores.  This habitat is mainly found, in the local area, on the north Durham coast, in South Tyneside and in Sunderland.  The section of coastline between Trow Point, South Shields and Whitburn Bents is the prime area for this bird.  At least 13 rock pipit territories were identified here in 1995.  Rock pipits have also been known to breed at South Shields Pier, although disturbance may limit the success of breeding birds in such locations.  Further south, from Whitburn Bents to the mouth of the Wear, there are considerable stretches of suitable habitat along the coast which might hold birds but which are currently poorly monitored.  South of this stretch it would seem that much of the Durham coastline is, at present, not suitable as a breeding habitat for the species.  Exceptions are where harbour and sea walls have created artificial rocky habitats, for example at Seaham Harbour.  A maximum breeding population range, for the whole of Durham, of between 26 and 29 breeding pairs was estimated in 1995.  The rock pipit also overwinters in Durham.  During winter it occurs quite evenly along the whole length of our coast, with notable concentrations in the northern part of the area, where there is an abundance of its favoured cliff and rocky habitat.  At present it is unknown what proportion of our wintering population is formed by visitors from the continent.

	THE ROCK PIPIT IS AT RISK FROM:


Disturbance of nest sites by members of the public, dogwalkers etc., usually unintentional, might be a significant problem in some well used parts of the coastline.

Marine pollution, which could affect the bird’s rocky coastal feeding areas.

Clearance of the strandline (eg rubbish, vegetation, seaweed) for recreational reasons.

	THE ROCK PIPIT BENEFITS FROM:


The existence of suitable feeding habitat.  The main feeding habitat for rock pipits in the Durham area is along rocky foreshores and in their immediate vicinity.  Availability of suitable nesting sites.  Recent investigations into the species’ breeding behaviour in the Durham area have revealed a variety of previously unknown details on nest site selection and nesting behaviour.  Most nest sites monitored in this study were located in rock crevices/cavities within five metres of the 



	Rock pipit 



high tide mark.  Generally, the nests were built in sheltered locations but some birds still lost eggs, washed out by heavy seas.  The most productive breeding habitat for the species appears to be where deeply eroded cliffs, offering cavities for nests, and rocky outcrops with considerable exposed foreshore are juxtaposed with cliff-top grassland.

	Important habitats for  the rock pipit

	Coastal habitats (cliff, intertidal rocks)
	**

	OTHER species ACTION PLANS COVERING ISSUES RELEVANT TO THE rock pipit



	Little tern
	*

	Purple sandpiper
	*

	Sanderling
	*


N.B.
**    indicates action plan produced in 1998.

*      indicates action plan  produced in 1999. 
	the rock pipit and the law:


This bird is listed on Appendix II of the Berne Convention.

Under the Wildlife and Countryside Act (1981) it is an offence to intentionally kill, injure or take any wild bird (apart for a few quarry or pets species listed in Schedule 2 of the Act) or to take, damage or destroy the nest (whilst being built or in use) or eggs.  It also prohibits the possession of wild birds (dead or alive) or their eggs.

	FOR FURTHER INFORMATION


	GUIDE TO ABBREVIATIONS USED IN ACTIONS CHART OVERLEAF:



	DBC
	Durham Bird Club

	DWT
	Durham Wildlife Trust

	EA
	Environment Agency

	EN
	English Nature

	LA21
	Local Agenda 21

	LAs
	Local Authorities

	NT
	National Trust

	RSPB
	Royal Society for the Protection of Birds

	WWF
	World Wildlife Fund


English Nature (1995) Species Conservation Handbook Birds. 20.  Disturbance to birds on the coast  Peterborough.

Ferns P. N. (1992)  Bird life of coasts and estuaries Cambridge University Press, Cambridge.  Chapter 5 contains a useful account of threats to coastal birds.

Westerberg S. and Bowey K. (1998) The Summer Atlas of the Breeding Birds of Durham Durham Bird Club



	CONTACTS


Durham Bird Club

Local British Trust for Ornithology representative

Royal Society for the Protection of Birds

	tARGETS FOR THE CONSERVATION OF THE ROCK PIPIT IN the DURHAM AREA:



	
	
	DATE

	Target 1
	Maintain the current range and populations of the rock pipit above the present level.


	ONGOING

	Target 2
	Extend the breeding range of the bird into areas where it is not currently found but the habitat is suitable.


	2008

	Target 3
	More accurately monitor the status of the rock pipit in the local area.


	ONGOING

	Target 4
	Protect all known breeding areas in the local area from disturbance.


	ONGOING

	Target 5
	Protect all known breeding areas from potentially harmful development.


	ONGOING





	ROCK PIPIT ACTIONS



	ACTION


	DATE
	POSSIBLE PARTNERS


	MEETS 

	POLICY AND LEGISLATION

	
	
	

	1. Liaise with Planning Authorities to protect sensitive areas from damaging coastal development and to raise awareness of the problem. 
	2000
	DBC, DWT, LAs, NT
	1,5

	SPECIES MANAGEMENT AND PROTECTION

	
	
	

	None.
	
	
	

	SITE SAFEGUARD AND MANAGEMENT

	
	
	

	2. Improve the quality of coastal habitat for the rock pipit and other coastal birds.
	ONGOING
	Turning the Tide
	1,2

	3. Guard against marine pollution of the Durham coastline.
	ONGOING
	DWT, EA, Turning the Tide, WWF
	1,2

	RESEARCH AND MONITORING


	
	
	

	4. Monitor and document the status of the species through the work of DBC.
	ONGOING
	DBC, Local specialists, Universities/Colleges
	3

	5. Identify suitable areas for improving the quality of coastal habitat for rock pipit and other coastal birds.
	2003
	DBC, Local specialists, Universities/Colleges
	1,2

	ADVISORY


	
	
	

	None
	
	
	

	COMMUNICATIONS AND PUBLICITY

	
	
	

	6. Publicise the potential problem of breeding season disturbance in targeted sensitive areas through leaflet production and the provision of on-site interpretative materials.
	2003
	DBC, LA21, LAs, NT, RSPB
	1,4

	7. Raise the problem of marine pollution as a threat to the rock pipit and other coastal wildlife as an issue to be considered by relevant national bodies.
	2003
	DBC, DWT, EN NT RSPB
	1,2

	8. Use the rock pipit as a flagship in environmental interpretation and education for conservation of the coast and coastal birds.
	2003
	DWT, EN, LAs, NT RSPB
	


Rock pipit 





Anthus petrosus








STATUS	On the Long List of the UK Steering Group Report.  Possibly declining.




















